
Exploring Bricks
A learning resource suitable for:

Key Stage 2
Key Stage 3

This learning resource was produced as a legacy output of the
Battles Bricks and Bridges project run by

Killesher and Cleenish Community Development Associations
in 2014.

For further information visit:
www.battlesbricksandbridges.org
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Exploring Bricks

Learning Intentions
The following activities will encourage and
facilitate pupils to:

l Learn about the history of Arney Brick.
l Interview modern-day residents in Arney

who have made brick, handle the 
brick, and try putting clay into a mould.

l Make a brick-making display.

1 - Watch The Film ‘Arney Brick’

Activity:
Group activity

Time required:
40 minutes

Method:
Play the film called ‘Arney Brick’ that is
located on the website
www.battlesbricksandbridges.org.
Afterwards split the class into teams and
have a quiz with the following questions:

a. When did brick-making first come to 
Ireland?
Answer = around 1460.

b. When were bricks first made in Arney?
Answer = around 1780 - 1790

c. What was the raw material for Arney 
brick?
Answer = clay from the fields

d. Why did farmers make brick in Arney?
Answer = extra income.

e. What were the brick kilns made from?
Answer = the bricks themselves.

f. What was packed between the layers of 
bricks in the kiln?
Answer = sawdust

g. What fuel was traditionally used to fire 
the kilns in Arney?
Answer = turf

h. How hot did the kiln in the film reach on 
the inside?

Answer = 2000 degrees celsius.
i. How long did it take for the kiln in the 

film to cool ready for dismantling?
Answer = three days.

j. Name three things that contributed to the
end of brick making in Arney.
Answer = the famine, loss of a market, 
machine-made bricks, the second world 
war, and cement.

2 - Interview An Arney Brick Maker

Activity:
Group activity

Time required:
60 minutes

Method:
There are a number of people living in and
around Arney who, in 2014, participated in
making traditional Arney brick as part of
the Battles Bricks and Bridges project. You
can invite one of these people to come into
your school to be interviewed by pupils.
They will bring with them the Arney brick
that they made, and they can also bring raw
clay and a brick mould so that pupils can
try putting the clay into the mould.
Interviewees can be arranged through the
contact details provided on the website
www.battlesbricksand bridges.org

Watch the film ‘Arney Brick’ that is located
on the website
www.battlesbricksandbridges.org. Ask the
class to prepare a series of questions that
they would like to ask in their interview.
Rehearse the questions and decide which
class members will ask which questions.
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3 - Create A Brick-Making Display

Activity:
Group activity

Time required:
One day

Method:
Print out the following photographs, which
are available to download from the
Educational Resources section of the
website www.battlesbricksand bridges.org
Ask pupils arrange the photographs in the
right sequence.

1. Clay is dug and then ‘soured’ by needing 
with water.

2. Clay is rolled into shape.

3. Clay is thrown into mould.

4. Clay is pushed down into mould.

5. Excess clay is scraped off level with 
mould.

6. Bricks are tipped out into field.

7. When touch dry, after about a week, the 
bricks are stacked in a ‘hack’.
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8. Trenches are dug and the kiln built over 
them.

9. The kiln is built to about eight feet high.

10. Fuel is inserted and the kiln kept 
burning for about 24 - 72 hours 
depending on size.

11. After about three days the kiln is cool 
enough to dismantle and remove the 
finished bricks.

Support pupils to create a brick-making
display, showing the traditional process.
Use these photographs, or ask pupils to
make their own pictures. If you have
interviewed a local resident about their
participation in the Arney brick-making
project, then write it up and include this in
your display.

4 - Create A Brick-Kiln Model

Activity:
Group activity

Time required:
Two hours

Method:
You will need five large cardboard boxes, all
of the same size. The boxes that crisps
come in are perfect. You will also need
eight empty cereal boxes of the same size.
Stick the boxes together in the following
shape:

Decorate the outside of the boxes with
brick shapes. An easy way to do this is to
use a sponge dipped in paint, and to relief
print the brick designs onto the boxes.
Include the kiln model in your display and
write an explanation of how it works.


